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the suffrage, and was prepared, in a rather indefinite
way, to govern Ireland according to Irish ideas.
Like many others, he looked to a revival of Pro-
tectionism under the specious title of Fair Trade as
a remedy for England's declining commercial
prosperity during the eighties, but advantageously
distinguished himself from other Tory Democrats
by a timely return to rational economics. Holding
so much in common with the Liberals, it may be
asked why he never joined their ranks. We can only
answer that, as he first blazed into notoriety on the
religious question, so a community of religious
tradition kept him in touch with the electric main
of Toryism when every other strand in the cord
connecting him with his party had broken. And
perhaps this may be taken for a sign that in the
near future differences about the unseen world will
more and more determine the lines of party division
for Englishmen, as they already determine them
for Frenchmen and Italians.

Irish discontent was not in 1880, as it had been
twelve years before, the question on which the new
Ministry had come into Office ; but now, as under
Earl Grey, it rapidly overspread the whole political
horizon, throwing every other interest into the
shade and tending to break the Liberal majority to
pieces.

Reactionists taunted Gladstone with having* failed
to conciliate Ireland by his sacrifice of Protestant
ascendancy. But Disestablishment, apart from its
other advantages, had the merit of bringing the
Land question full into view. As has been
observed in a former chapter, religious differences